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It has been a long day, with a Clergy Synod in the Cathedral. I was somewhat underwhelmed by a rather 

heavy and over-technical presentation on dealing with minorities with diverse sexual orientations. I did a 

rather lengthy response and pointed out that everyone needs pastoral care and someone to listen to their 

story. It is through the relationship between the Priest and the individual members of his congregation, 

that  love and understanding and absolute confidentiality, builds trust and many bridges. It is through     

acceptance of everyone's personal situations and openness on both sides, that people can feel valued and 

accepted and  can envisage a home in our churches. If we do not know our people and they see themselves 

as just a number, they are unlikely to stay. But if we go out of our way to see what qualities they have and 

how much they have to offer, then I think we are making progress. Minorities or not, everyone wants to 

belong to someone or an individual organisation. I think a lot of this starts with the welcome they receive 

when they come into Church and I think at this level, the sides people do a wonderful job, in a genuine and 

natural way. 

I have been extremely busy with the Sacrament of Baptism and with the loyal and able help of Gaynor, we 

have introduced a lot of people into the Church. It has been an absolute pleasure and I have greatly enjoyed 

the interaction between the children, families and our own St.Bridget's. The thing is, we need to follow this 

up in the next week or two, so that their experience of us as a congregation can continue. There is so much 

goodwill about and we need to tap into all this and express the love of God in action. 

It will soon be Harvest Festival. We are celebrating this significant day on 2nd October.  

This part of Denbighshire is surrounded by farming and rural communities. Their whole livelihood is     

dependant upon the gifts of creation that come from Almighty God. I so wish that so many would not take 

this all for granted and take the time to offer thanks and praise for the seasons and the crops which furnish 

us and the land year by year. Once more, we are going to donate to the ASK centre in Rhyl. In supporting 

this charity, we are able to help those who are struggling at this time  and we can hopefully make a         

difference to those in the greatest need in our area. The charity is supported by local churches and is       

another expression of concern and love. 

By now you will all have heard of SPARKLE. With the approval of our cleaner Jane, a number of us are 

going to have a blitz on S. Bridget's and go through it inch by inch. So far sixteen people have offered to 

help and the Marshall of Operations is going to be Cathy Kirkham. It should be quite a party and could be  

a lot of fun. thanks to all those who have signed up for Saturday 16th October at 11am. 

The following day, our Mission starts for the week. It is very good of the Archdeacon to come and help us 

on 21st and quite a coincidence...... {or is it?} that the Bishop is coming to celebrate and preach on Sunday 

24th. I think that God has intervened! There will be a revised and final programme coming out soon, 

though my aims and goals have been somewhat frustrated by the Covid pandemic. Please pray for this   

initiative and that it will be the start of something new and different between the village and the church in 

partnership. 

There are so many people who are on our side, but it would be nice to make them part of our family. 

Will October be busier than September? As we gather momentum, every month should have something to 

look forward to. Adrenalin is infectious and will engage and involve so many more people. Watch and see! 

Love and all good wishes 

 

Fr. Timothy. 

Canon Timothy writes 
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ISSUE 19 Page 3 Born 1st century AD 

Judaea, Roman Empire 

Died c. AD 80 
Jerusalem, Judaea or in Colchis (modern-
day Georgia) 

Venerated in Catholic Church 
Eastern Orthodox Church 
Oriental Orthodox Churches 
Anglican Communion 
Lutheran Church 

Canonized Pre-congregation 

Feast 14 May (Roman Catholic Church,                       
some places in Anglican Communion  
and Lutheran Church) 
9 August (Eastern Orthodox Church) 
24 February (in leap years 25 February)                                   
(pre-1970 General Roman Calendar,               
Western Rite Orthodoxy,                                    
Anglican Communion, Episcopal Church,           
some places in Lutheran Church) 

Attributes axe, Christian martyrdom 

Patronage alcoholics; carpenters; tailors;              
Gary, Indiana;                                      
Great Falls-Billings, Montana;             
smallpox; hope;   

Matthias (died c. AD 80) was, according to the Acts 

of the Apostles (written c. AD 80–90),                 

chosen by the apostles to replace                                           

Judas Iscariot following the latter's betrayal 

of Jesus and his subsequent death.                          

His calling as an apostle is unique, in that his        

appointment was not made personally by Jesus, who 

had already ascended into heaven, and it was also 

made before the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 

early Church.  

There is no mention of a Matthias among the lists of 

disciples or followers of Jesus in the three synoptic 

gospels, but according to Acts, he had been with  

Jesus from his baptism by John until his Ascension.            

In the days following, Peter proposed that the       

assembled disciples, who numbered about 120, 

nominate two men to replace Judas.                     

They chose Joseph called Barsabas (whose surname 

was Justus) and Matthias.  Then they prayed, "Thou, 

Lord, which knowest the hearts of all [men], shew 

whether of these two thou hast chosen, That he may 

take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which          

Judas by transgression fell, that he might go  to his 

own place."[Acts 1:24–25] Then they cast lots, and the lot 

fell to Matthias; so he was numbered with the eleven 

apostles.  

The feast of Saint Matthias was included in the Roman Calendar in the 11th century and   

celebrated on the sixth day to the Calends of March (24 February usually, but 25 February in 

leap years). In the revision of the General Roman Calendar in 1969, his feast was transferred 

to 14 May, so as not to celebrate it in Lent but instead in Eastertide close to the Solemnity of 

the Ascension, the event after which the Acts of the Apostles recounts that Matthias was    

selected to be ranked with the Twelve Apostles  

It is claimed that St Matthias the Apostle's remains were brought to Italy through                

Empress Helena, mother of Emperor Constantine I (the Great); part of these relics would be    

interred in the Abbey of Santa Giustina, Padua, and the remaining in the Abbey of                

St. Matthias, Trier, Germany. According to Greek sources, the remains of the apostle are    

buried in the castle of Gonio-Apsaros, Georgia  

 

 

Matthias  the last in the series about the 

12 apostles 
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Sunday 3 October 2021 The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  

 

Job 1. 1; 2. 1-10         Psalm 26            Hebrews 1. 1-4; 2. 5-12        Mark 10. 2-16     

                                                            OR 

Genesis 2. 18-24        Psalm 8              Hebrews 1. 1-4; 2. 5-12        Mark 10. 2-16   

 

Sunday 10 October 2021 The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

Job 23. 1-9, 16, 17      Psalm 22. 1-15     Hebrews 4. 12-16              Mark 10. 17-31  

                                                            OR           

Amos 5. 6, 7, 10-15    Psalm 90. 12-17   Hebrews 4. 12-16              Mark 10. 17-31       

 

Sunday 17 October 2021 The Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

 

Job 38. 1-7, [34-41]     Psalm 104. 1-9, [24, 35c]   Hebrews 5. 1-10     Mark 10. 35-45                       

                                                            OR                        

Isaiah 53. 4-12             Psalm 91. 9-16                    Hebrews 5. 1-10     Mark 10. 35-45 

 

Monday 18 October 2021 Luke, Evangelist 

Evening Prayer on the Eve of Luke  

Psalm 33  Hosea 6. 1-3  2 Timothy 3. 10-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharist  

Isaiah 35. 3-6 or Acts 16. 6-12a  Psalm 147. 1-7   2 Timothy 4. 5-17    Luke 10. 1-9 

Readings for October 2021 

Luke was a dear friend of the apostle Paul, and is mentioned by him three 

times in his Letters. Paul describes him as 'the beloved physician' and, in his 

second Letter to Timothy, as his only companion in prison. He is believed to 

be the author of two books of the New Testament, firstly the gospel which 

stands in his name and also the Acts of the Apostles. Luke's narrative of the 

life of Christ has a pictorial quality and shows the sequential pattern from the 

nativity through to the death and resurrection. The developed sense of      

theology that comes over in Paul's writings is virtually unknown in those of 

Luke but, as a Gentile, Luke makes clear that the good news of salvation is 

for all, regardless of sex, social position or nationality.  Traditionally, Luke 

wrote his gospel in Greece and died in Boeotia at the age of eighty-four.  



Sunday 24 October 2021 Bible Sunday or the last Sunday after Trinity 

 

Job 42. 1-6, 10-17  Psalm 34. 1-8, [19-22]    Hebrews 7. 23-28       Mark 10. 46-52  

                                                                  OR                                

Jeremiah 31. 7-9     Psalm 126                       Hebrews 7. 23-28       Mark 10. 46-52 

 

Thursday 29 October 2021 Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Evening Prayer on the Eve of Simon and Jude  

Psalm 124; 125; 126     Deuteronomy 32. 1-4     John 14. 15-26 

 

Simon and Jude were named among the twelve apostles in the gospels of       

Matthew, Mark and Luke. Simon is called ‘the Zealot’, probably because he belonged to a nationalist     

resistance movement opposing the Roman occupation forces. There is no indication in the gospels whether 

Simon moved from the Zealot party to be a follower of Christ or, on the other hand, if after the resurrection 

he became a supporter of that group, seeing it as a response to God’s call to proclaim the kingdom. 

Luke describes Jude as the son of James, while the Letter of Jude has him as the brother of James, neither 

of which negates the other. It seems he is the same person as Thaddæus, which may have been a last name. 

Owing to the   similarity of his name to that of Judas Iscariot, Jude was rarely invoked in prayer and it 

seems likely that because of this, interceding through him was seen as a final resort when all else failed.  

He became known, therefore, as the patron saint of lost causes. 

The two apostles are joined together on this day because a church, which had recently acquired their relics, 

was  dedicated to their memory in Rome in the seventh century.  

 

Eucharist                          

Isaiah 28. 14-16   Psalm 119. 89-96   Ephesians 2. 19-22   John 15. 17-27 

 

Sunday 31 October 2021 The First Sunday of the Kingdom 

 

Deuteronomy 6. 1-9    Psalm 119. 1-8   Hebrews 9. 11-14   Mark 12. 28-34 



HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE                             

10.00AM  SUNDAY 3RD OCTOBER. 

DONATIONS IN  LIEU OF GOODS                                           

WILL GO TO THE ASK CENTRE. 

PLEASE PUT YOUR DONATION IN AN ENVELOPE AND 

LEAVE ON PLATE.   

MARK YOUR ENVELOPE "ASK CENTRE." 



A Harvest festival is an annual celebration that occurs around the time of the main harvest of a given     

region. Given the differences in climate and crops around the world, harvest festivals can be found at    

various times at different places. Harvest festivals typically feature feasting, both family and public, with 

foods that are drawn from crops that come to maturity around the time of the festival. Ample food and        

freedom from the necessity to work in the fields are two central features of harvest festivals: eating,      

merriment, contests, music, and romance are common features of harvest festivals around the world.  

In Britain, thanks have been given for successful harvests since pagan times. Harvest festival is               

traditionally held on the Sunday near or of the Harvest Moon. This is the full moon that  occurs closest     

to the autumn equinox (22 or 23 September). The celebrations on this day   usually include                    

singing hymns, praying, and decorating churches with baskets of fruit and food in the festival known as       

Harvest Festival, Harvest Home, Harvest Thanksgiving or Harvest Festival of Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the sixteenth century a number of customs seem to have been firmly established around the gathering of the final 

harvest. They include the reapers accompanying a fully laden cart; a tradition of shouting "Hooky, hooky"; and one 

of the foremost reapers dressing extravagantly, acting as 'lord' of the harvest and asking for money from the      

onlookers. A play by Thomas Nashe, Summer's Last Will and Testament, (first published in London in 1600 but    

believed from internal evidence to have been first performed in October 1592 at Croydon) contains a scene which             

demonstrates several of these features. There is a character personifying harvest who comes on stage attended by 

men dressed as reapers; he refers to himself as their "master" and ends the scene by begging the audience for a 

"largesse". The scene is clearly inspired by contemporary harvest celebrations, and singing and drinking feature 

largely.  

Until the 20th century most farmers celebrated the end of the harvest with a big meal called the  harvest supper, to 

which all who had helped in the harvest were invited. It was sometimes known as a "Mell-supper", after the last 

patch of corn or wheat standing in the fields which was known as the "Mell" or "Neck". Cutting it signified the end 

of the work of harvest and the beginning of the feast. There seems to have been a feeling that it was bad luck to be 

the person to cut the last stand of corn. The farmer and his workers would race against the harvesters on other farms 

to be first to complete the harvest, shouting to announce they had finished. In some counties the last stand of corn 

would be cut by the workers throwing their sickles at it until it was all down, in others the reapers would take it in 

turns to be blindfolded and sweep a scythe to and fro until all of the Mell was cut down.  

Some churches and villages still have a Harvest Supper. The modern British tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival 

in churches began in 1843, when the Reverend Robert Hawker invited parishioners  to a special thanksgiving service 

at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall. Victorian hymns such as     We plough the fields and scatter,Come, ye 

thankful people, come and All things bright and beautiful but also Dutch and German harvest hymns in translation 

helped popularise his idea of harvest festival, and spread the  annual custom of decorating churches with           

home-grown produce for the Harvest Festival service . 

 

 

An early harvest festival used to be celebrated at the 

beginning of the harvest season on  1 August and was 

called Lammas, meaning 'loaf Mass'. The Latin prayer 

to hallow the bread is given in the Durham Ritual. 

Farmers made loaves of bread from the fresh wheat 

crop.  

These were given to the local church as 

the Communion bread during a special service     

thanking God for the harvest.  
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OUR NEXT SERIES TO BE LOOKED AT 





THIS OCTOBER 2021 

STARTING ON THE 17TH OCTOBER  UNTIL 24TH  OCTOBER  

ONE FULL WEEK OF MISSION TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

 

COVID RULES WILL APPLY 



 

 

 

 

COMING HOME 2021 THE DYSERTH MISSION 

 (With strap line from the Prodigal Son) 

 

Sunday 17th Oct                                                    

10am Eucharist and Address (Guest Speaker) 

6pm Songs of Praise 

 

Monday 18th Oct 

15.30 Family tea Party Story telling in the hall 

followed by visit to church, lighting a   

          candle, explanation and prayer. 

19.00 Poetry/Prose reading and bringing of objects that have nostalgic or special      

          meaning. 

 

Tuesday 19th Oct 

14.00 Inside/outside Treasure Hunt 

18.00 Meditation and Address 

19.00 Shared Area Ministry Meeting. 

 

Wednesday 20th Oct 

10.00 Eucharist 

19.00 Drinks and Canapés in Hall (church members, the fringe and others). 

 

Thursday 21st Oct 

until 1600 House Visiting with leaflets with the Archdeacon, Parishioners, Members 

of the MA and Theological students around the village.                                

(Lunch in the Hall at 13.00) 

 

Friday 22nd Oct 

14.00 Craft explanation with display 

19.00 Quiz and chips. 

 

Sat 23rd Oct 

12.30 Faith lunch in the hall 

 

Sunday 24th Oct 

11.00 Eucharist and Address – The Bishop 

18.00 Solemn Evensong followed by Benediction 

 

This is a draft Programme and may have to change due to COVID Rules 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant 

Bishop of St Asaph 

 

 

 

Mission Area Service 

24th October 2021 

St Bridget's & St Cwyfan’s Church 

at 11.00hrs 



 

Polite Notice to All 

If you take any form of medication which comes in foil packets,  

please keep and bring to church.    

Please hand your foil to Freda 

 

The Rotary and  Inner  Wheel Clubs of Rhyl are collecting empty blister packs 

from tablets which are then recycled and the money raised is given to                

the Marie Curie Trust.  

Advanced Notice 

ALL SOUL’S EUCHARIST 02 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

Names for All Soul's Eucharist may be put on the 

list at the back of church. 

The cut off date for names to be put on the list 

will be 31st October 2021. 

Thank You 

requiescat in pace, et surgat in gloria  



Revd Canon Timothy Lipscomb 

 Priest in the Bryn a Môr Area  

rooted within St Bridget and St Cwyfan Parish Church, Dyserth  

Tel: 01492 512 759 

Email: lavisherminegourmet@gmail.com  

Revd Canon Peter Jones - Associated Priest (Retired)  

Church Wardens: Harry Davies and Roger Peters  

Health & Safety Officer: Harry Davies, Church Warden Church  

Treasurer: Anne Cooper 

Church Council Secretary: David Chapman  

Safeguarding Officer: David Chapman  

Walsingham Secretary: Barbara Roberts 

 

We are on the Web 

 

https://www.stbridget-dyserth.co.uk  

or  

https://www.facebook.com/ssbridgetandcwyfandyserth  


